community diversity in field plots where C. australis was present compared to control plots where C. australis was absent.
Parasitism by C. australis caused A. philoxeroides to allocate resources to belowground structures, significantly decreasing the stem:mass ratio and significantly increasing root:mass and root:shoot ratios. Parasitism by C. australis also tended to reduce leaf biomass, stem biomass, root biomass and total biomass, height and percent cover of A. philoxeroides, although these effects were not statistically significant. C. australis also increased diversity. In the plots without C. austraslis, we found 14 plant species belonging to 14 genera in 10 families. In the community dominated by A. philoxeroides parasitized by C. australis, we observed 29 plant species belonging to 27 genera in 16 families, 68% of which can be parasitized by C.
australis. Parasitism by C. australis significantly increased species richness and tended to increase the Simpson diversity index, Shannon-Wiener diversity index, McIntosh diversity index and uniformity of the community. Parasitism of C.
australis significantly decreased the abundance of A. philoxeroides in the community and decreased the cover and height of A. philoxeroides although these effects were not statistically significant. Parasitism of C. australis significantly decreased the relative cover, relative height, relative abundance and thus the important value of A. philoxeroides in the community. The results indicated that parasitism of C. australis could inhibit the growth of A. philoxeroides and increase community diversity, facilitating the restoration of native communities. [14] ,具体等级见表 2。 按照以下公式计算群落特征及多 样性的相关指标 [15] : Table 4 The number of species affected by Cuscuta australis at different grades 
